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reduce the number of men to be prosecuted from twenty-nine to ten,
and proceed against them in the ordinary way, making the arrests
forthwith. We were to meet in the Attorney General's room at the
House of Commons this afternoon. This we did, selecting two from
Manchester, two from London, two from Sheffield, two from Coventry
and one from Leicester. I got search warrants out and sent off tele-
grams. By 8 p.m. seven of the ten had been arrested and three had
disappeared, including the arch-agitator.
May 18. Seven of the ten men appeared at Bow Street. I was there.
They were all young men of the leader-agitator type, all rather
frightened, though they had been truculent on the way to London.
May ig. I had a telegram from Glasgow early to-day to say that
Watson had been arrested last night and was on his way down. The
effect of the arrests was not very clear. Manchester was not affected,
but Liverpool and Sheffield seemed determined to fight. I felt certain
that the arrests would bring matters to a head one way or another
and that, no more men having come out, the strike would collapse.
The Government had always said that they would see all the strikers
if they would come with their official Executive, but the latter had
always declined to associate themselves with people who were in re-
bellion against their authority. But to-day they consented. The
Prime Minister stayed in town, and there was a conference in the
evening, at which it was agreed that the strike should be called off;
that there should be no more arrests (luckily for me, because I had
failed to find two of the men), but that the prosecution of those arres-
ted should be continued. It remains to be seen whether the Government
will not abandon this position later on.
The omnibus strike was settled yesterday, and most of the buses are
running. It is pretty certain that the Government could have averted
the strike if it had taken measures earlier.
When Lloyd George gave the engineers a pledge that the men with
trade cards should not be called up to the Colours, he definitely said
that it was in the existing state of law. He could not, of course, promise
what the House of Commons would do under changed conditions.
These are that unless we have the men we shall lose the war, and the
law is being altered. But even so, it is only the unskilled workers who